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" ‘made under Soviet pressure, to
" ‘reimpose prepublication censor-
“ ship. - C

~..".dicated, opposition to prepubli-

-

.-

" touched off by a response -to

" 1two months after the progres-

Approved'
Czechoslovak . Journals
* Criticized for Salking

" at New Censorship -
u . /.
By ALVIN S¥USTER
Special to The Naw York Whme
PRAGUE, Aptil 5—The Ex-
ecutive Committec of the Com-
munist party’s Presidium js-
sued a scathing attack on the
imass media today for balking
at (he restoration of tight cen-
sorship. ' ,
The ruling eight-inember com-
. pmittee accused | journalists in
the press, radio and television
of insincerity, protection. of;
“antisocialist forces,” defiance
‘ot party policy and iriesponsi-,
bility., - . c ]
Stressing earlier charges by
the 21-member Presidiuin that
journalists had helped stir up
anti-Soviet feelings to a point
of crisis in recent wecks, the
rcommitte made clear that the
iparty would not brook any sign
‘of resistance to the decision,

¢« The angry declaration was

the party's decision by the
‘Czechoslovak Union of Journal-
Jdsts. The union’s statement in-

cation censorship and said
ijournalists preferred to: con-
tinue to take the responsibility.
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« Russian’instaliations’ March'21|] Mr. Smrkovsky’s ouster, lon
.;followmx;l a eechoslovak ice-j|sought by Moscow,.could touc
thockey victory over the Sovict)

T ‘
L LA
ofl strikes by workers and stu~ * . '~ 7
. fjdents long commited ,to. such, .+, ...
.l?*F?t'.?‘.-’-" AL L T

Two Soviet Aides Arrive

Marshal Andrei A, Grechko, B
the Soviet Defense Minister, | 1

Deputy Foreign Minister, ar-i -
rived March 24 without a, -
Crechoslovak invitation. Thet’
Soviet officials were reported,
to have told the Chechoslovaki
leaders, that Runssian tanks|
would move unless the party
took drastic steps.. Their visit
coincided with repeated uncons
firmed -rumors of Sovict troop
movements. ' '

; Under evident Societ pressure,
tne Czechoslovak Presidium on
Wednesddy  announced  new
press curbs, threatened the dis-|"
cipline of party members, and
rebuked Josef Smarkovsky, a
libcrel member . of the Presidi-
Com-

jum and of the Executive
Imittee itself., -~ .
While the inclination of thef
ireform-minded ' trade  .union
leaders and of people in gene
eral is to forego- any strikes| -
and . magsive demonstrations
now; the Executive Commiltee
implied in today’s statement|
that the parly wanted to head| .
off even a passive show of de-|. -
fiance, particularly from the]
press., e

Tight - idecological controls
and a marked strenthening of] v
the party's leading roje were; ..
the order of the:day, - ey

i
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</, Newsmen's Plea Rejected

4 . v

The executive committee re<
jected the journalists' plea that -
sell-censorship remain,. saying |
they had not shown responsis ..
bility in the past., - : L

for what they publishcd. H
The.union expresed fear that
the new curbs would lead to
“serious weakening” of the re-

lations between the mass media.
and millions of citizens.
“Honest newspapers, the same;
as radio and television,” the
journalists said, “are always a
true reflection of all that by
which socicty lives—a mirror
of its problems and anxicties.”
© Tight controls on the mass
media were lifted in March,l
11968 as a major part of the
liberalization movement, just
“ieive forces under Alexander
:Dubcek assuined power {from
{&ntonin Novotny. The relaxas
‘tion ordered by the leaders was
(formally approved by the Na-
itional Agsembly last June, and:

* .until this week, the mass medial

had been opcrating under self
.censorship with guidelines, i
» New limitations imposed on
‘the press under a Central Com-(
‘mittee resolution in November!

Ifmaterial ta a central office Tor,

t

after the Soviet-led invasionl

The-censorship steps so -far, v
this week have included orders -7
to newspapers to prepare desks:
for government-picked - censors -
who will ,clear all articles:,

Magazines “are sending their °

clearance. There have “been
staff changes .at Rude Prave,|’
the party newspaper, attacked
by. the Presidium for insuffi-
ciently supporting party resoju-
itions, and at least thrée tele-|
vision programs have. been: de-! -
leted from listings, ihcluding af -
discussion program scheduled
for today. = - :
The Key to possible troubley
hinges on what happens nextjy
whether, for example, the party|
follows up the implied threat to
Mr. Smrkovsky and dismisses
“him from his high party posts,
Jeaving him only with_the dis-
tinction of deputy chairman of} '
the National Assembly. |
An ominous sign was seen hy
his supporters today in an arti-
cle in Rude Pravo, which said
it was important “when spcake

were more apparent than real,||ing about the lendership to keep ' - - “
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lafteg, Czech. . rioters  attackedi{bes:
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